


1. What stood out for you most about the “This is Church” sermon on Sunday?

2. What images does the word “church” conjure in your mind?

In the Scriptures the church is clearly portrayed as a living organism under the headship
of Christ. Do you think we have an accurate understanding of what the church is or is
supposed to be?

Read and reflect on the following Scriptures regarding the church. What do they reveal
to you about what the church is or is supposed to be?

Acts 20 vs 28:
“So keep watch over yourselves and over all the flock which the Holy Spirit has placed in your

care. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he made his own through the blood of his Son.”

1 Corinthians 12 vs 28:
“In the church God has put all in place: in the first place apostles, in the second place prophets,
and in the third place teachers; then those who perform miracles, followed by those who are

given the power to heal or to help others or to direct them or to speak in strange tongues.”

Ephesians 1 vs 21-23:

“Christ rules there above all heavenly rulers, authorities, powers, and lords; he has a title
superior to all titles of authority in this world and in the next. God put all things under Christ's
feet and gave him to the church as supreme Lord over all things. The church is Christ's body,

the completion of him who himself completes all things everywhere.”

Ephesians 1 vs 23:
“The church is Christ's body, the completion of him who himself completes all things

everywhere.”

Ephesians 5 vs 23-27:

“For a husband has authority over his wife just as Christ has authority over the church; and
Christ is himself the Saviour of the church, His body. And so wives must submit themselves
completely to their husbands just as the church submits itself to Christ. Husbands, love your
wives just as Christ loved the church and gave his life for it. He did this to dedicate the church to
God by his word, after making it clean by washing it in water, in order to present the church to

himself in all its beauty---pure and faultless, without spot or wrinkle or any other imperfection.”
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Colossians 1 vs 18:
“He is the head of his body, the church; he is the source of the body's life. He is the first-born

Son, who was raised from death, in order that he alone might have the first place in all things.”

The church has survived for 2000 years through extreme persecution, grave error,
disunity, scandal and incredibly varied political and social climates. What do you think
that tells us about the church?

What is the most important heritage you have received from the church thus far? What
is the most important lesson / experience you have learnt from the saints that have
gone before you?

Is there a particular figure in church history that stands out for you? Who is it and why?

Matthew 16 vs 16-18:

“And Simon Peter answered and said, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus

answered and said to him, You are blessed, Simon, son of Jonah, for flesh and blood did not reveal
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it to you, but My Father in Heaven. And | also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock | will

build My church...”

Jesus is constantly building His church. There is a danger that we may think at times —
either as a church community or as individuals — that we have arrived, but Christ is
continually building us and His church. How do you think we can guard against spiritual
apathy or a sense of feeling we have arrived at a spiritual destination?

In Revelation 2 vs 1-4, John hears a message Jesus has for the church at Ephesus.
They had done well — they worked for Him, were patient, pure, discerning and endured
persecution for His sake, but He had one thing against them — they had lost their first
love. How do you think we can make sure that we remain a progressive church by
ensuring that we never lose our love and passion for God?

In order to grow and progress we must be committed to moving forward. What do you

think are some of the things that keep us as individuals and as a church back?



. How do you think the church can ensure it remains relevant in the modern world without
compromising the ancient and eternal message of God?

. The church is progressive when it makes a difference in the world. Bill Hybels often
says, “The local church is the hope of the world.” Do you think this is true? Why?

. What kind of a spiritual legacy do you want to leave for the next generation?

Matthew 16 vs 18:

“...and on this rock | will build My church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

. We are in a spiritual battle with eternal consequences. Considering that we are at war,
do you think the church as a whole is being aggressive enough?

. What are some of the issues on which you think the church needs to take a clearer
stand? How do you think we can do so?

. How do you think we balance boldness with gentleness and grace? How can we be
aggressive and bold without being insensitive and pushing people away from God?

4. What do you think is the greatest spiritual battle the church is facing right now?

5. What is the greatest spiritual battle you are facing at present?

6. Read Ephesians 6 vs 11-18. What does this passage and the armour of God reveal to

you about the battle we face?

Matthew 16 vs 19:
“And | will give the keys of the kingdom of Heaven to you. And whatever you may bind on earth
shall occur, having been bound in Heaven, and whatever you may loose on earth shall occur,

having been loosed in Heaven.”

1. The church is intended to be an illuminating force. We have been given authority and

have been called to reveal Christ and His Truth to the world. Read the following quote
by C.S. Lewis:



“He [Jesus] works on us in all sorts of ways... through Nature, through our own bodies, through
books, sometimes through experiences which seem (at the time) anti-Christian,,, But above all,
He works on us through each other. Men are mirrors, or “carriers” of Christ to other men.

Sometimes unconscious carriers.” — C.S. Lewis

2. How do you think you are doing in terms of revealing God to those around you?

3. What is one thing you can do this week to reveal God to others more?

Discussion:
1. What will we do with what we have discovered in this session?

2. How will we hold each other accountable to this?



